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ABSTRACT: This report contains the second phase of the Comprehensiv
e Plan

for the Town and Village of Almond and an analysis of the Alfred-
Almond-Hornellsvi Ile Region, The regional study discusses those
elements which will have a direct bearing on planning for all the
communities, including Almond, It also points out the interrela-
tionships between the communities and the need to coordinate
planning activities between Alfred, Almond and Hornellsville.
Using this regional study and the data presented in Volume 1:
Basic Studies as a basis, this report-tithe Master Plan--makes a
series of recommendations to guide future development in Almond.
These recommendations are broken down into four general cate-
gories: (1) Land Use, (2) Circulation, (3) Community Facilities,
and (4) the Financial Plan: The Land Use Plan proposes the various
types of uses, their distribution and interrelationships with each
other. The Circulation Plan makes recommendations regarding
street improvements and proposes new highways and streets, based
upon region growth trends and where development is likely to
occur in the Town and Village. The Community Facilities Plan
recommends the various public facility and utility extensions,
expansions and provisions in terms of quantity and location, based
upon land use proposals and the projected population in Almond0
Based upon the financial capabilities of the Town and Village and
the recommendations of the Land Use, Transportation and Community
Facilities Plans, a Financial Plan has been prepared0 This section
establishes priorities for the necessary capital improvements and
indicates the methods by which these projects can be financed. A
Capital Improvements Program which establishes priorities, estimates
costs and outlines a method of financing, has been prepared, This
program covers the first six years following completion of the 7

planning program. 1
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I NTRODUCTIONL Growthatterns in the country seldom, if ever, have been restrained by politicalp Y Y cap
boundaries. The pace of urban development has outstripped political jurisdiction and

ll
control. In many cases individual governmental units have lost their identity in the over-
riding pattern of development.. The desire to preserve individual autonomy does not preclude
the fact that the various components of an urban area are related and held together by com-
mon interests and objectives.

The rate at which urban development expands across once barren land has created the

U
need  for different approaches through which accompanying problems must be considered and
ultimately solved. The scale of the problems and demands of economy necessitate a relation-
ship to the region, Each community has physical development problems and objectives in
common with its neighbor and should think of its own development in terms of what is taking
place in contiguous areas. Effective planning for the various municipalities must therefore
occur within the framework of comprehensive, coordinated planning for the area as a whole.
The applicability of this thesis has been attested in the Alfred, Almond, HornellsviIle area
and has resulted in the Planning Boards of the communities jointly undertaking a study of
the problems associated with continuing urban development on a regional scale.,

U

Overview of the Region

The Alfred, Almond, Hornellsvil le Area is made up of a block of seven communities
L^ centrally situated in two adjacent counties, Allegany and Steuben, in the south central

por t
ion of New York State. The region is bounded on the east by the City of Hornell and

the Canisteo River, It is bounded on the west by the academic complexes in the Village of
Alfred. The northern and southern boundaries are formed by the various town political

^.f boundaries- The region( is located 70 miles south of Rochester, 80 miles southeast of
Buffalo, and 50 miles west of Elmira.

Development of the area is influenced in large measure by the same factors which affect
growth in the region and counties which contain it. The following information on the two
counties, Allegany and Steuben, give an indication of what these factors are-

The Two County Area is predominantly rural in character, far from major metropolitan
centers with few important transportation routes. Its major industrial and commercial centers
qre Corning, Bath, Hornell and Wellsville. As a result of their location, Allegany and
Steuben Counties have, in the main, been economically dormant in the recent past, and
development in the two counties has tended to lag behind the State:

The State gtr ew in population more rapidly between 1960 and 1968 than either of the
Counties. In fact, Allegany County may have experienced a population decline during this



period, Between 1968 and 1990 population growth in the State is expected to be more
rapid than in either Allegany or Steuben County. The State experienced net in-migration
while each of the counties had a net out-migration between 1960 and 1968. This is antici-
pated to continue through 1990,

The Appalachian Program's Development Plan reinforces the finding that the area's past
growth has been limited by topography and physical isolation. No major east-west or north-
south highways cross the area : The development of the Southern Tier Expressway, which
will pass through the northern part of the area. should do much to enhance the area's devel-
opment potential. The Expressway is planned as a high speed controlled access facility
which will link up with the New York Thruway in the New York Metropolitan Area and with
Interstate 90 in the vicinity of Erie, Pennsylvania- Consequently, the area's accessibility
to major eastern and mid-western markets will be improved.

According to economic projections for the New York State Office of Planning Coordi-
nation, much of Allegany County and Steuben County has "suffered from a comparatively
stagnant economy in the recent past which is unlikely to be reversed without a development
effort, " Within the Two County Area, nowever, growth has been uneven- Certain communi-
ties, because of the unique attributes of their location, have greater potential than either
County as a whole. As part of its Appalachian Development Program, the New York State
Office of Planning Coordination has identified 14 "growth areas," These areas generally
possess the potential necessary for economic growth and development: The potentials
include:

o A potential labor pool requiring additional occupational education and local
employment opportunity,

o A core of basic service industries to serve as a foundation for future growth,

o Established distribution channels,

o A basic transportation system,

o Land suitable for urban development,

o A diversified industrial base,

Summary of Economic Findings

o The A-A-H area located in Allegany and Steuben Counties is in a portion of New
York State that in the recent past has been economically dormant. Growth of
population, employment and personal income in these two Counties has been slower

than the State-wide average.,

-2-



L

o Certain communities within the two Counties, beacuse of the unique attributes of
their location, have greater potential for growth than either County or the
Southern Tier of New York as a whole. Such communities or groups of communi-
ties have been identified as '°growth areas' ° by the New York State Office of Plan-
ning Coordination. The A-A-H area plus-.the City of Hornell and Town and
Village of Canisteo have been identified as one of 14 growth areas.

o Future economic development in the A-A-H area will be influenced by three major
Li factors: expansion of Alfred University and the State University of New York

Agricultural and Technical College at Alfred, completion of the Southern Tier

ll Expressway--improving the area's accessibility to major markets--and the degree
of success experienced by the City of Hornell in expanding its industrial activity.

o The dominant economic activity in the Town and Village of Alfred is the commur'sify'sU two higher educational institutions. These facilities will continue to play a lead-
ing role in the 'local economy in the future. The Colleges and the Southern Tier
Expressway will provide stimulus for industrial development in the coming years.U o Agriculture is and will continue as the leading economic activity in the Town and
Village of Almond. Commercial development in the vicinity of the planned inter-
change of the Southern Tier Expressway and residential development are potential
future economic factors in the community;

o Agriculture will remain the major factor in the Hornellsville economy. Commercial

ij

	

	
development in the vicinity of the planned interchange of tF Southern Tier Express-
way and the New York State Route 36 and residential development are potential
future factors in the local economy.

U ___
The Ex isting Situation

An understanding of how land has been used in the past and how it is now being used,
combined with a determination of its development potential, is a definite aid in formulating

U

a future land use plan. This section provides a measure of the relative amounts and types

 
of land that are being used for various purposes in the A-A-H area. In addition, it sum-
marizes the general soil conditions prevalent in the area, provides an ove rview of the

U

regional drainage patterns, and analyzes the development potential of the land for urban
 development:

u

u
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Development Pattern

The Alfred-Almond-Hornellsville Region encompasses a total area of 76,871.9 acres or ij
approximately 120,1 square miles. In order of relative size, Almond accounts for 39 ; 0 per-
cent, Hornellsville for 34.5 percent, and Alfred for 26.5 percent. In terms of developed
area, Alfred and Hornellsville are fairly equivalent with 5.85 percent and 5,62 percent
respectively, Comparatively, Almond has a relatively low percent of developed land of
only 2,66. The three Towns combined average put to 4.53 percent of developed land.

The following table entitled "Existing Land Uses, Region , of Alfred-Almond-Hornellsville,"
incorporates the existing land use data for each of the three Towns. The existing land use
data for each of the Towns, including their respective Villages, is given on the following
pages.

Residential

Residential land use within the Region utilizes 1,093, 1 acres or 20.39 percent of the
developed land. This total usage is broken down into the following categories:

Acres % of Total

Single-family 834.3 76,33
Two-family 19.3 1.77
Multi-family 15.9 1.45
Farm Homes 164,2 15,02
Mobile Homes 59.4 5.43

TOTAL 1,093.1 100.00

As the above table indicates, single-family and farm homes acount for over 91 percent

of the residential usage. Mobile homes utilize over 5 percent of the residential area, and
the remaining land usage is divided between two-family and multi-family.

nCommercial

Approximately 86. . 9 acres or 1.62 percent of the developed land within the Region is
used for commercial purposes. This total area is unevenly di /ided between the three Towns
as follows: Alfred, 11 .9 acres; Almond, 23,5 acres; and Hornellsvlll^e, 51.5 acres,

-4-



TABLE I

EXISTING LAND USES

REGION OF ALFRED - ALMOND - HORNELLSVILLE

NEW YORK

LAND USE AREA PERCENT OF PERCENT OF
I N 'ACRES. DEVEL. AREA TOTAL AREA

Residential 1093.1 20.'39. 1.52
Single Family 834.3
Two-Family 19.3
Multi-Family 15.9
Farm Homes 164.2
Mobile Homes 59.4

Commercial 86.9 1.62 .12

Public & Quasi-Public 464.8 8.67 . 64

Institutional 1780.5 33.22 2.48

Industrial 23.9 .44 .03

Other 1910.2 35.66 2.69
Parks 1,!8
Extractive 21.0
Trans., Commun., Utilities 1887.4

Total Developed 5359.4 100.00 7.49

Total Undeveloped 715,12.5 92.51
Water Bodies 590.5
State Reforestation Areas 9576.9
U.S. Preservation 888.9
Agriculture, Unused, Wooded '60456.2

Total 76871.9 100.00

Includes: Town and Village of Alfred
Town and Village of Almond
Town of Hornel Isvi I l e
Village of Arkport
Village of North Hornell

Source of Date: Land Use Survey by Consultant, December 1968 and January 1969.
Data Compiled and Prepared by Herbert H. Smith Associates
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TABLE 2

EXISTING LAND USES

TOWN OF ALFRED

NEW YORK

OF
AREA PERCENT OF PERCENT-

LAND USE
I N ACRES DEVEL. AREA TOTAL AREA

1
Residential 389.3 13.97 1.91

Single Family 291.8 10.47

13.3 .47
Two-Family

15,0 .53
Multi-Family 2.26
Farm Home 63.0

6.2 .22
Mobile Home

Commercial 11.9 .42 .06

Public & Quasi-Public 114.8 4°12 •57

Institutional 1780.5 63.90 8.70

Industrial 4,6 .20 .02

Other 484.7 17.40 2°38

Extracting
.412,0
°

Trans., Commun., Utilities 4727 17.00

Total Developed 27858 100.00 13.70

86.31
 Total Undeveloped 17566.2

Agriculture, Unused, Wooded 17230.6

Water Bodies 98.9
State Reforestation Area 236.7

TOTAL 20352.0 °0001 t

1 I nciuding Village of Alfred
Source of Data: Land Use, Survey by Consultant, January, 1960

Data Compiled and Prepared by Herbert H. Smith Associates

1i



Percent of
Devekoped

Are a

37.38

0.50
10,65
1.25

2.94
.19

2.75 75

5.95
769

2.26

.69- 9

.50

53.04

1.13

51.85

100.0

Percent of
Total Area

.99

.08

.16

.02

1 .41

2:66

97.34

TABLE 3

EX S'+ENG LAND USES

TOWN OF ALMOND

NEW YORK

Lard Use

RESIDENTIAL

Single Family.
Two Famibv
Farm
Mcbf e Home

COMMERCIAL
W esade
Retail

PUBLIC & QUAS1-P+UBLUC
Public
Quasi-Pub!ac

'L NDUSTRAL
Light
Heavy

0TH ER
Recrea tionai
Extractive
7ron portatiCtrl,
Corr?munticatiorr, Uflks'1ies

TOTAL DEVELOPED

TOTAL UNDEVELOPED
Ayr i turai , wooded and

Unused
Weser Bodies
State Refo restation Areas

Area in Acres

298.5

4.0
85.0
10-0

23.5

22.0

.47.5
79:5
18.0

5.51.5
4.0

423.5
.5

9,0

414..0

798.5

29,853.5

21,298,7
66.9

7,787.9

TOTAL 29,952.0 100.00

itn,ch,des VWage of Almond

Source of Data Land Use Survey by Consul' antt, January, 1969
Data compiled and prepared by Herbert H. Smith Associates
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Land Use

RESIDENTIAL
Single Family2
Two Family
Multi Family
Farms
Mobile Homes

COMMERCIAL

PUBLIC & QUASI-PUBLIC
Public
Quasi-Public

Percent
Total Area

1.53

.19

1.14

TABLE 4

EXISTING LAND USES

TOWN OF HORNELLSVILLE
NEW YORK

Pe rcent of
Developed

Area in Acres Area

405.3 22.82

343.0 19.32
2.0 .1I

.9116.2
43.2 2.43

51.5 .2.90

302. 5 17.03

135.3 7.62

167.2 9.41

.05

3.77

6.68

93.31

100.00

INDUSTRIAL 13.8 .77

OTHER 1,002.0 56.44
Parks 1.3 .07

Trans., Commu n . ,Utilities 1,000.7 56.37

TOTAL DEVELOPED 1 7^ 75.1 100.00

TOTAL UNDEVELOPED 24,792.8
Water Bodies 424.7
State Reforestation Areas 1,552.3
U.S. Reservation? 888.9
Agriculture, Wooded, Unused 21,926.9

TOTAL 26,567;,9

'Including; Village of Arkport, Village of North Hornell
Excluding: City of Hornell

2 lncludes home occupations
3Reservoirs A reas included under water body classification

Source of Data: Land Uses Survey by Consultant, December, 1968.

Data compiled and prepared by Herbert H . Smith Associates
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Public and Quasi-Public

U Land use for public and quasi-public purposes encompasses 464,8 acres, or 8,67 percent
of the developed area within the Region, Of this total, 24,8 percent is in Alfred, 10.2

percent is in Almond, and 65,0 percent is in Hornellsville.

Institutional

The only land in this category is located in Alfred and is composed of lands belonging

U to Alfred University and the State University Agricultural and Technical College, This use

covers 1,780.5 acres or 33,22 percent of the developed land.

U _____
Industrial

Land used for industrial purposed within the Region covers 23,9 acres or .44 percent of
the developed area. Of this total area, Alfred accounts for 19 percent, Almond for 23

percent and Hornellsville for 58 percent.

U
Other

This category within the Region accounts for 35.66 percent of the developed land or
1,910.2 acres. Of this total, parks utilize 1:8 acres, extractive operations utilize 21:0

U acres, and transportation, communication and utility facilities utilize 1,605,9 acres.

IJ Undeveloped Land

For the purposes of this report 73,3896 acres or 92  51 percent of the Reg ion is con-

U sidered undeveloped. This total is broken down into the following categories:

U

Acres % of TotaI

 Water Bodies 590.5 .81

State Reforestation Areas 9,576,9 13,05

U U: S. Reservation 888,9 1.21

Agriculture, Wooded, Unused 60,456,2 84.,93

TOTAL 71,512,5 100,00
U

Of the total undeveloped land, approximately 15 percent falls into either water bodies,
State reforestation areas or U.S : reservation lands and represents land which, in all probability,

U will never be developed.

L
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This leaves approximately 85 percent or 62,333.3 acres in the agriculture, wooded,

and unused category.

PHYSICAL FEATURES OF THE A-A-H REGION

Climate

The A-A-H region is located in a section of the Unites States referred to as the "eastern
cloudy belt"; this is so named because of the fact that during the winter this area receives
less sunshine than other portions of the United States. The winters tend to be long and
severe, and generally last from mid-November until March

Summertime is characterized by relatively high daytime temperatures and cool nights;
the relative humidity is sufficiently low that few days are sultry.

Annual precipitation approaches 36 inches, on the average, and is rather even through-

out the year. Snowfall averages about 64 inches annually-

Although parts of the area are classified as poor in relation to the distribution of air-
borne particles, strong efforts are being developed to control the emission of these substances. fl
Geology

Most of the region is underlaid by nearly horizontal beds of shale and sandstone which
are buried under glacial drift,. The character of the rocks and their apparent exposure to 11

geologic erosion for a long period of time, in a zone of high divides between north and
south flowing streams of considerable magnitude, accounts for the major feature of the relief.
After the main features of the rock topography were formed, the region was covered by snow

and ice of the Wisconsin glacial stage. Ice erosion acting on this landscape resulted in

smoothly rounded hills and deeply cut valleys: fl

The melting ice caused an abundant flow of water that frequently carried large quanti-
ties of gravel, sand, and silt. This is evidenced by the deposits of gravel found throughout

the A-A-H region. l

These geologic events had much to do with the formation of soil-forming material and
had a direct influence on the nature and properties of the present soil. They account in
part for the depth, density, texture, reaction, and other characteristics of the soils. The

great variety of parent materials has resulted in a great variety . of soils throughout the A-A-H r-^

region:

- 10 -	7
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Topography

U The A-A-H region lies in the glaciated Allegheny Plateau section of the Appalachian
Plateaus„ Elevations above mean sea level range from approximately 2,355 feet at JerichoU Hill in the Town of Alfred to 1, 136 feet where the Erie-Lackawanna passes from Hornellsville

into Canisteo, This difference in elevation amounts to about 1,200 feet,

Soils

A great variety of soils series and soil types are found in the A-A-H region. The soil
conditions range from shallow, stony soils on sever slopes to deep, well-drained bottom land
soils; their suitability for urban-type development varies correspondingly In each Town

u
and Village, each soil type was examined for properties required to sustain urban develop-
ment, and then judged good, fair, or poor, for these purposes. It was found, in most cases,
that those soils most suited for urban development were located at lower elevations along
the stream valleys or on the crests or less severe slopes.

The implications of these findings for urban development are serious; prime land is in
short supply. Most of the prime land in the valleys is occupied by existing development of
varying intensities, and the ridge-top lands are either inaccessible or too far removed from
existing centers of development to make their future uses for these purposes unlikely,

It should be noted, however, that because a soil is judged
' to be "fair" or "poor" for

urban development, it is not automomatically excluded for such development, It does mean
that there will be certain limitations placed on the type of uses, and that development costs
will be substantially increased.

Water Resources and Drainage

Most of the A-A-H region is drained by the Canisteo River and its tributaries, The
Canisteo is part of the Susquehanna River System, which eventually flows into Chesapeake
Bay., A small portion of the Town of Alfred is drained by the Genesee River System, which
flows northward to Lake Ontario.,

Annual precipitation in the region is sufficient to keep a continuous flow of water in
most of the larger streams; continuous flow springs are not unusual, In most of the major
stream valleys the permanent water table is 5 to 10 feet below the surface, while the water
table depths at higher elevations range from 10 to 20 feet,

u
L
L
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THE TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM

An understanding of the regional circulation patterns is important to the development of fl
a General Plan for a region. The suitability and effectiveness of the regional circulation
system has a direct impact upon the location and extent of future growth within the community.
Changing patterns of circulation have affected, and will continue to affect, the growth and
development of the communities. Today the area depends primarily upon motor-vehicle
passenger and freight service- Other transportation services are available in the area (^
(primarily at Hornell), but are utilized only to a limited extent by residents and businesses
outside this urban center.

n

Regional Highway S ystem

The Alfred-Almond-Hornellsville region is not served byany Federal or Interstate high-
ways; the nearest Federal Highway is Unites States 15, which is 24 miles east of the Village
of Almond. There are also no major State Highways through the region, although there are fl

connecting State highways. New York State Route 36 runs south from the Rochester area
through Hornell to the Pennsylvania State line and New York State 21 runs from Hornell,
south through Almond and Alfred, to Andover, where it intersects State Route 17, a major
east-west regional highway through the Appalachian region of the State.

Plans have recently been implemented to construct a new east-west limited access road,
the Southern Tier Expressway, through portions of the A-A-H Area. The Appalachian
Regional Development Act has designated the Southern Tier Expressway, which will run from
Binghamton to the Chautauqua County line, as an Appalachian Development Corridor High- ii
way and as such will receive Appalachian funding,

Plans for another expressway in the Appalachian Region, the Genesee Expressway, have fl

also been formulated and given a high priority by the State Department of Transportation,
This expressway, also a part of the Appalachian Corridor Program, is in the vicinity of U.S.
Route 15, and will serve to connect the northern Appalachian Region with the rapidly grow-
ing Rochester Metropolitan Area, The Genesee Expressway will join the Southern Tier in
the vicinity of Bath and will connect many of the growth areas in the New York Appalachian
Region to the City of Rochester and the New York State Thruway, fl

Although these expressways will not be completed for several years, they will have a
very important influence on the region, as they will greatly reduce travel time to the major 11

metropolitan areas in New York„ This, of course, will greatly affect the growth potential
of the A-A-H area„ The Map of the Regional Highway System shows the existing and pro-
posed transportation system in the Alfred-Almond-Hornellsville region.

- 12 -	7
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Air Transportation

The growth of private air travel in the region during the past couple of decades for trans-
portation, business and recreational purposes has been accelerating. Correspondingly, there
has been an igtcreased demand for airport facilities to serve this need. The region is served
by four commercial airport facilities and one airline airport facility. The four commercial
airports are located at Hammondsport (Bath-Hammondsport, Inc.), Corning (Corning-Painted
Post), Prattsburg (PrattsburgrPark, Inc.,), and the municipal airport of Hornell (Maple City).
The only airline facility is located in Chemung County about 6 miles east of Corning. There
are also two non-commercial airports located within Steuben County.

Rail Transportation

Rail transportation has been adversely affected by the mobility, adaptability, and
economy of motor vehicle freight and passenger service. A mainline of the Erie-Lackawanna
Railroad passes through the Region, although only freight operations are performed. For
this service, regional residents must utilize the Hornellsville dock and terminal facilities.

Bus Transportation

Individual communities are linked to other communities within the regionrby bus trans-
portation Service to Rochester, Buffalo, and other large cities is provided by both Greyhound
and Trailways bus lines, both of which provide scheduled service,

Transportation Summary

Analysis of the regional circulation system has revealed several significant factors.
These findings should be considered in the development of the necessary highway framework
to provide the circulation requirements for the region as well as the Towns;and Villages.

o Land development has progressed primarily in "strips" along roadsides. Pressure
for this type of development is expected to continue along existing roads, especially
in the outlying portions of the Towns. Concerted efforts should be made by local
officials to insure that future development along these roads provides adequate means
of ingress and egress to interior lands and other design features to enable traffic to
flow safely and efficiently.

o An established functional and physical hierarchy of roads is a basic fundamental of
any highway system. The recognition that different streets must perform separate
and independent functions is essential. The designation of functionally separated

- 13 -
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streets allows the routing and regulating of traffic. The efficiencies and economics
of a circulation system cannot be realized without functional separation. The
physical features of the roadway, the types of roadside uses and their development

standards may be varied in accordance with road types.

o While there is likely to be increased utilization of mass transportation facilities in
the future, it is apparent that the Region will be more dependent upon private
vehicular and truck traffic for the movement of people and goods.

o In the designing of an effective circulation plan, minor streets should be planned

to discourage any unnecessary traffic  On the other hand, rural thoroughfares and

collector streets should be designed to carry higher volumes of traffic between
points of activity as freely as possible. The discouragement of strip development

will reduce the number of conflict points,

o Adequate consideration must be given to the effects of new road construction in
the towns and the region. The Genessee Expressway and the Southern Tier Express-
way will have marked effects on the volume of traffic in the A-A-H area, particu-
larly on the use of roadways in the Townscand Villages.

o Continued future growth will, as it has in the past, focus its thrust on the Village
areas. Consideration of future circulation patterns andtpropsals must also focus

on the Villages as centers of activity.

o Certain improvements should be made to existing roadways in the immediate future,
especially within the Villages, for highway safety purposes and to improve visual

impressions within the communities.

o The adoption of offical maps will assure the availability of right-of-way to construct
the needed facilities provided for in the transportation and circulation plan.

I
DISTRIBUTION OF PUBLIC UTILITIES

Public utilities provide a range of essential services for the population of the region.
This section provides an overview of these facilities, including their location and the type

and extent of the services theyprovidea 1
Public water systems are operated in Hornell City which extend water service to the

Village of North HornelL The Villages of Arkport, Almond and Alfred have their own water
systems„ Alfred is the only Village in the area with an operational sewage treatment plant,
although North Hornell is contemplating sewer extensions from the City of Hornell, The
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Villages of Arkport and Almond are studying the feasibility of future sewer systems. All of
 the current projects are being assisted by Federal grants by the Department of Housing and

Urban Development, State Department of Health, and Federal Water Pollution Control
Administration. It is probable that almost all of the urbanized portions of the region will
have to turn to public utility systems in the near future, because the proliferation of septic
tanks will cause pollution of ground water supplies, There are some localized pollution
problems at each of the municipalities involved, the most serious being the industrial
waster water leaching into the Canisteo River and individual septic systems pumping raw

!J sewage into Canacadea Creek.

U
The dis-economies of scattered densities throughout the region precludes the construction

 of individual treatment plants within separate municipalities; the expansion of small indi-
vidual plants will not solve the Region's long-range problems, The solutions lie in large
treatment plants either within a large urban center such as Hornell or other regional sewage
plant locations,

U

The urban areas adjacent to the City of Hornell could be served by the City's system;
an example would be Arkport providing utility service to its industrial complex via the
Canisteo River: This extension could follow the natural drainage flow to the"City of Hornell
A combined regional system could service the remaining areas of Alfred, Almond and
Hornellsville, with a secondary treatment plant located at Almond and discharging into the
Canacadea Creek,

Allegany and Steuben Counties have joined together to study the facts and ramificationsg Y joined g Y
of the solid waste disposal problems faced by each county. The results of this study have
not as ye ,t been developed and, therefore, no recommendations made. The most likely method
of area-wide disposal could come in the form of a bi-county, or larger, facility to replace
the current methods now employed by each community in the two counties. Nonetheless,
each of the seven communities within this study area should maintain a close contact with
the county planning agencies and cooperate as need arises to provide the citizens with the
best service at the least cost,

Both electric and natural gas are provided through private utility companies throughout
the region. All of the region is served by electricity largely supplied through the sub-station
located in the Town of Hornellsville south of the City of Hornell on New York Route 36.
Gas services are provided to the more populated areas of the region from lines coming from
the south and southwest portions of the region. With few exceptions, electricity and gas

L can accommodate regional growth within the planning period.

i

L
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THE GENERAL DEVELOPMENT PLAN

The A-A-H area is a fast tract of hilly, predominantly rural land, thinly populated and

containing four relatively small urban places and one urban center ? As mentioned earlier,

population growth for the next 20 years indicates a moderate growth rate. However, rapid
changes are taking place within the region in terms of land use and in the economy. The
total population is increasing slowly, mainly caused by the internal movement of the popu-
lation0 The expansion of the academic complexes of Alfred University and the State Uni-
versity of New York Agricultural and Technical College at Alfred, completion of the South-

ern Tier Expressway--improv
ing the area's accessibility to major markets--and the Urban

Renewal program by the City of Hornell expanding its industrial activity, will be responsible
for a more rapid chanje. The region today is almost totally unprepared to accommodate
growth at an accelerated rate_, With proper restraint and guidance, the area could become
one of the more dynamic centers in Southern New York State. At the same time, much can
be done to strengthen the growth of the region. The objective of this plan is to provide a
point of departure for those who will be responsible for guiding the future development of

the region,

Objectives

The General Development for the A-A-H area is based on the following objectives:

o To initiate action for a Continuing Planning Process at the regional level. The
continuous planning process is the best method for dealing with regional needs and
problems in the areas of recreation, industry, zoning, and transportation.

o To urge local governmental units to work "with" rather than "around" regional
plans. Putting the proposed plans before the public will create the necessary

initiative for their implementation,

o To maintain a good social and political climate for regional action, Good com-
munication among all persons and groups living cnd working within the region is
an important part of the climate necessary for regional action.

The map in the rear of this report shows the land development plan for 1990. The fol-
lowing sections describe the various categories of land use and explain the rationale for the

location of each°

Table 5 shows the estimated future land use development and'.compares it with the 1969

figures.

- 16 -



U TABLE 5
ESTIMATED FUTURE!LAND USE DEVELOPMENT

U
Type of Use 1969 Acreage Projected Development Acreage

L Residential 1093.1 3,816.0

L

Commercial 86.9 354.0

Public and Quasi-Public 464.8 469.8

L Industrial 23..9 560.0

Parks and Open Space 1.8 436.0

L Residential Development

L It is anticipated that a considerable amount of new residential development will take
place, the majority of this occurring in the Valley areas of the region. The area between
Arkport and the City of Hornell, including the adjacent areas east of the Village of North

L

Hornell and'west of the City, will receive much of this residential growth. The Village of
Arkport will acquire the majority of its residential growth in the southeast section of the
community. Alfred will receive growth south and west of the current corporate limits of the

L Village. Almond will experience residential growth south of the Village limits and within
the Village itself. The pace at which this residential development will take place is sub-
ject to many economic variables including mortgage money and development costs. The
advent of sewer and water could greatly increase the speed at which this development could
take place. Sewer facilities would also enhance the possibility of higher densities including
multiple family development. Utilities also justify the economics of cluster residential
development in the plateau areas of the hills

Commercial Development

The vast majority of new commercial development will take place close to urban areas
and near good transportation access. The area north of and adjacent to Route 36 and the
Southern Tier Expressway interchange will provide space for a community shopping center
serving nearby urban areas as well as the region as a whole, The existing commercial land
use module along old Route 36 will provide areas for more intense commercial use. The
Village areas will condense their commercial areas serving local residents to provide the
full complement of day-to-day needs and the necessary amenities such as off-street parking.
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